Recognizing priorities in patient care

Basic Principles of Priority Setting

1. What is the first step in setting patient care priorities?
a) Assess the patient
b) Call the doctor
c) Check medication list
d) Write nursing diagnosis

2. Which patient need is given highest priority?
a) Airway obstruction
b) Skin rash
c) Mild fever
d) Poor appetite

3. Which of the following is a high-priority nursing diagnosis?
a) Impaired gas exchange
b) Risk for constipation
c) Imbalanced nutrition
d) Anxiety

4. According to Maslow’s Hierarchy, which need comes first?
a) Breathing
b) Self-esteem
c) Love and belonging
d) Safety

5. Which patient should a nurse assess first?
a) A patient having trouble breathing
b) A patient asking for water
c) A patient requesting TV remote
d) A patient sleeping



& Emergency & Critical Situations

6.

Patient is choking. What is your priority?
a) Clear the airway

b) Start IV

c) Call relatives

d) Check blood pressure

In triage, a patient with severe chest pain is:
a) First priority

b) Lowest priority

c) Third-level

d) Non-urgent

In a fire, which action is first according to RACE?
a) Rescue patients

b) Alarm

c) Confine fire

d) Evacuate

Patient with respiratory distress should be positioned:
a) In high Fowler’s

b) In supine position

c) On left lateral

d) Trendelenburg

10.Which vital sign requires immediate action?

a) Oxygen saturation 82%
b) Temp 100°F
c) BP 120/80
d) HR 72 bpm

Clinical Scenarios — Who Comes First?



11.Four patients arrive in ER. Who is first?
a) One with chest pain
b) One with stomach ache
c) One with back pain
d) One with sprained ankle

12.Which symptom requires urgent care?
a) Difficulty breathing
b) Headache
c) Muscle cramps
d) Sore throat

13.Post-op patient is drowsy with low oxygen. Nurse should:
a) Check airway immediately
b) Give water
c) Check room temperature
d) Let him sleep

14.Child with high fever and seizures—what’s your priority?
a) Lower body temperature
b) Feed child
c) Give cough syrup
d) Change clothes

15.After a fall, patient is bleeding from head. What’s priority?
a) Stop bleeding
b) Ask how they feel
c) Give juice
d) Write report

Daily Nursing Prioritization

16.Patient’s IV is leaking. What should you do?
a) Fix/replace the IV



b) Ignore for now
c) Wait for next shift
d) Document and leave

17.Which task will you complete first?
a) Administer emergency meds
b) Refill water bottles
c) Help with bathing
d) Talk to patient’s family

18.Patient suddenly becomes unconscious. Nurse should:
a) Check responsiveness and call for help
b) Wait to see if they wake
c) Feed them
d) Check weight

19.A patient is found unresponsive. What’s the FIRST action?
a) Check for pulse
b) Give oxygen
c) Give CPR
d) Move to bed

20.Patient reports severe pain after surgery. You should:
a) Assess pain and provide prescribed analgesics
b) Tell patient to relax
c) Distract with music
d) Ask them to sleep

5 Maslow’s Hierarchy in Nursing

21.Basic physiological needs include:
a) Food and oxygen
b) Self-respect



c) Faith
d) Education

22.Which comes after safety in Maslow's hierarchy?
a) Love and belonging
b) Oxygen
c) Food
d) Rest

23.What is a safety-related priority?
a) Preventing falls
b) Watching TV
c) Giving snacks
d) Socializing

24 A lonely elderly patient expresses sadness. What need is this?
a) Love and belonging
b) Safety
c) Self-actualization
d) Nutrition

25.Patient is refusing food and water. Your priority is:
a) Nutritional and fluid balance
b) Hair care
c) Room cleanliness
d) Phone access

Decision-Making & Ethical Priorities

26.You have two tasks: one patient is unstable, one wants help walking.
Choose:
a) Attend the unstable patient first
b) Assist walking first



c) Call another nurse
d) Take a break

27.Which action helps reduce patient falls?
a) Use side rails and keep call bell within reach
b) Keep room lights off
c) Keep bed high
d) Let them walk unaided

28.Which shows ethical priority in patient care?
a) Maintaining privacy and dignity
b) Finishing all tasks quickly
c) Avoiding emotional talk
d) Ignoring patient demands

29.Your patient needs oxygen but the cylinder is empty. You should:
a) Replace oxygen supply immediately
b) Inform at shift end
c) Ignore and wait
d) Give IV fluid

30.Which patient condition is most critical?
a) Shortness of breath
b) Anxiety
c) Nausea
d) Fatigue

~~ Time Management & Prioritization

31.Which nursing task takes priority during shift start?
a) Assess unstable patients
b) Arrange files
c) Clean the table
d) Take tea



32.When all patients need something, you should:
a) Attend to those with life-threatening conditions first
b) Go in order of rooms
c) Ask help from patients
d) Delay all

33.You see smoke in the ward. First action is:
a) Rescue patients
b) Panic
c) Close your file
d) Finish medication round

34.Post-op patient is vomiting and dizzy. Priority action is:
a) Check vital signs
b) Offer juice
c) Let them sleep
d) Change gown

35.Patient receiving blood transfusion develops chills. First action?
a) Stop transfusion immediately
b) Finish the bag
c) Give blanket
d) Ignore

Ll Situational Judgment

36.Patient reports chest tightness after exercise. Priority?
a) Stop activity, assess immediately
b) Give snacks
c) Tell to rest
d) Ignore

37.What to do if oxygen mask slips off during sleep?
a) Reapply mask



b) Wait for them to wake
c) Turn off oxygen
d) Change bed sheet

38.A diabetic patient skips meals. Priority is:
a) Monitor for hypoglycemia
b) Give IV
c) Change diet chart
d) Ignore

39.During ambulation, a patient becomes pale. You should:
a) Sit them down and check vitals
b) Tell them to continue
c) Let them fall
d) Leave for lunch

40.Patient develops hives and swelling after medicine. Priority?
a) Stop medication, inform physician
b) Apply lotion
c) Ask them to wait
d) Ignore rash

&) Final Prioritization Scenarios

41.Patient has oxygen mask off, IV running dry, and wants food. You:
a) Fix oxygen first
b) Give food
c) Adjust IV
d) Clean bed

42.Patient becomes unconscious in bathroom. First response?
a) Ensure safety, call for help
b) Wait outside



c) Finish other rounds
d) Call relatives

43.A confused patient tries to leave bed. Priority action?
a) Ensure safety with side rails or supervision
b) Scold them
c) Tie them down
d) Close the door

44.Patient is crying due to severe abdominal pain. Nurse should:
a) Assess and report pain
b) Tell to sleep
c) Offer water
d) Ignore

45.Which task should be done immediately?
a) Suctioning a choking patient
b) Filing documents
c) Weighing patient
d) Measuring height

46.After earthquake, which patients are seen first?
a) Life-threatening injuries
b) Minor wounds
c) Those who can walk
d) All at same time

47.If patient is pulseless and not breathing, you must:
a) Start CPR
b) Take break
c) Wait for senior
d) Call housekeeping

48.A patient says “l want to end my life.” Priority is:
a) Ensure safety and inform mental health team
b) Laugh it off



c) Ignore
d) Scold patient

49.When giving care to 4 patients, who gets priority?
a) One with low oxygen
b) One watching TV
c) One resting
d) One eating

50.Patient says “I feel like | can’t breathe properly.” You should:
a) Immediately assess respiratory status
b) Tell them to lie down
c) Ignore
d) Offer juice

Answer Key

Topic - Recognizing priorities in patient care
Basic Principles of Priority Setting

1. a) Assess the patient

N

a) Airway obstruction
a) Impaired gas exchange

a) Breathing

v ok~ W

a) A patient having trouble breathing



Emergency & Critical Situations
6. a) Clear the airway
7. a) First priority
8. a) Rescue patients
9. a) In high Fowler’s

10. a) Oxygen saturation 82%

Clinical Scenarios — Who Comes First?
11. a) One with chest pain
12. a) Difficulty breathing
13. a) Check airway immediately
14. a) Lower body temperature

15. a) Stop bleeding

Daily Nursing Prioritization
16. a) Fix/replace the IV
17. a) Administer emergency meds
18. a) Check responsiveness and call for help
19. a) Check for pulse

20. a) Assess pain and provide prescribed analgesics



Maslow’s Hierarchy in Nursing

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

a) Food and oxygen

a) Love and belonging
a) Preventing falls

a) Love and belonging

a) Nutritional and fluid balance

Decision-Making & Ethical Priorities

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

a) Attend the unstable patient first

a) Use side rails and keep call bell within reach
a) Maintaining privacy and dignity

a) Replace oxygen supply immediately

a) Shortness of breath

Time Management & Prioritization

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

a) Assess unstable patients

a) Attend to those with life-threatening conditions first
a) Rescue patients

a) Check vital signs

a) Stop transfusion immediately



Situational Judgment

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

a) Stop activity, assess immediately

a) Reapply mask

a) Monitor for hypoglycemia

a) Sit them down and check vitals

a) Stop medication, inform physician

a) Fix oxygen first

a) Ensure safety, call for help

a) Ensure safety with side rails or supervision
a) Assess and report pain

a) Suctioning a choking patient

a) Life-threatening injuries

a) Start CPR

a) Ensure safety and inform mental health team
a) One with low oxygen

a) Immediately assess respiratory status



